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This sheet is submitted by Lyle Nyberg, independent historian, March 2020. It adds information about the property and
notable boarders at this house in the Jamaica Plain section of Boston. The house is in area BOS.MJ: Sumner Hill Historic
District, Nat'l| Register District (10/22/1987), NRIS 87001889.

Judith Winsor Smith boarded here with her daughter Zilpha starting about 1919. The Boston Women’s Heritage Trail says:

Judith Winsor Smith (1821-1921) was an active suffragist, abolitionist, and member of the New England Women’s
Club and the East Boston community where she lived for 65 years. ... When she voted for the first time in 1920,
she was dubbed “the oldest suffragist of them all.” In her later years, she lived in Jamaica Plain with her daughter
Zilpha Smith (1852-1926), a pioneer in the development of family social work in Boston.!

A Boston Globe article in 1920 gave Judith’s address as 11 Roanoke “Street” (which should have been “Avenue”). A
review of the extensive collection of Judith’s papers at the Massachusetts Historical Society confirms this as her address
later in life.? During this period she gained renewed recognition for her suffrage activism, as noted in extensive
biographical materials. She met with President Warren Harding when he visited Plymouth on August 1, 1921. She told him
that she waited 75 years for the opportunity to cast her ballot for the first time.3

The Boston Assessor’s office says this is a two-family property on 6,729 square feet, built in 1895. This does not appear
accurate, and the 1885 date of construction noted on the B Form is likely more accurate. A building appears here on the
1888 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map with the same nearly square plan as today. The current parcel number is 1901356000.
The building’s recent appearance on Google Street View matches the photo on the B Form from the mid-1980s.4

This appears to have been the home of Walter (not William, as on Form B) Herbert Miller, a piano dealer, who died in
1895.5
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Records of the Boston Inspectional Services Department, including 1932 application to convert to home for aged and
convalescents, online, https://www.boston.gov/departments/inspectional-services/how-find-historical-permit-records
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SHELL VOTE EVEN IF IT RAINS

At 100 Mrs Judith Smith of Jamaica Plain Will
Cast Her First Vote for President, After 70
Years Fighting for the Ballot

*For 70 sears | have been In the | ent politica there (8. she says. “If
flght for worsan suffrage, and 1 want | it ralns the respectable ones afny at
‘Yery woman (u g0 to the polls the | home, and the politieal gamesters
Neat ¢lection they are allowed 1o and | Bet thelr Inpings. Therefore, 1 say to
VOl Vote as right as You can, but ]mvmun. go and vote, even If It pours
‘oltv anyway, whethor it mins or |1 have voted for the School Commit-
not tee as long as the women have had
Thiw In the advice to women voters | that privilege, and intend to vote for
by the oldest suffragist of them all— | 0 School Committee and every
Mres Judith Smith of 11 Ronnoke 8t | gther offiee holder as long as | lve.

lamalea Platn, who has just passed
Ler 1001k birthday Her First Vote for President
“Ninin i the greatest foe to hon- “I am very healthy, ton, and haven't

| an ache or a pain Yer, they toll me |

Excerpts from Boston Globe article, August 29, 1920, 61
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*

11 Roanoke Ave. (circled) on this detail of 1888 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, vol. 3, sheet 97

Funeral of Walter H. Miller.

The funeral services of Walter Her-
bert Miller, a2 prominent piano dealer,
were held at his late residence on Roan-
oke av, Jamaica Plain, this afternoon.
The parlors were filled with friends of
the deceased in business life, and the
floral testimonials were very elaborate,
notwithstanding the request of the fam-
illy that no flowers be sent. The em-
ployes of the deceased sent a beautiful
piece in expression of their feelings at
his loss. Members of the Eliot club of
Jamaica Plain were present, taking
charge of the floral arrangements. Revy
Minot J. Savage of Boston and Rev
Charles F. Dole of the Jamaica Plain
Unitarian church officiated. Rev 8, L.
Shearman of St John's Episcopal
church, Jamaica Plain, and Judge Mec-
Kim of the Suffolk probate court were
present. There were no pallbearers,
and the interment was at Forest Hills.
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Boston Globe, January 7, 1895, 12
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