INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET                    Scituate                       141 Driftway 
Massachusetts Historical Commission                                                                           Area(s)      Form No.
SCI.1239
220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts  02125 

This sheet is submitted by Lyle Nyberg, independent historian, January 2021. It supplements the B form of 2017 by providing more current photos and details. The building is slated for demolition.

Below are my notes of my visit on December 27, 2020, to this house (built in 1792), exterior only, and its grounds (a parcel of 2 acres). The new owner cleared away a lot of the brush, shrubs, and trees that grew up next to the house since its abandonment in about 1970, and he gave me permission to take photos.
 I started at the back (north side nearest the old Driftway) and worked my way around clockwise. My notes follow.

The house (fig. 1) has brick walls in back. The bricks on the extension appear, at the second level, to be applied over (outside of) original-looking wood clapboards (fig. 2). At the ground level, however, it was not clear that there were any clapboards inside.
The open deck on the east side is gone (fig. 10).
The front door and its storm door are still covered in vines. A window to the left is missing glass in the bottom half, and this allowed a peek inside. The ceiling is sagging and crumbling. It appears to have been made of irregular narrow boards or sticks (fig. 3). It is probably split-board lath (accordion lath) which came in around 1800, according to James Garvin's book; it is not uncommon for the plaster to come loose and cause the ceiling to sag. James L. Garvin, A Building History of Northern New England (Lebanon, NH: University Press of New England, 2001), 66. The ceiling height appears to be decent, although one can’t be sure because the floor is covered with trash, cabinets, and an ancient microwave. The room could have been a dining room or office (on the right is what appears to be a desk). There are two doors opposite, perhaps leading to bedrooms (or a bathroom or closet). There are two doors to the right. The one in the front of the house leads to the front entry hall with a stairway (fig. 4). The ceiling above the front entry has fallen away, and there is a hole in the roof.

The front gives a good view of the fieldstone and mortar (and possibly cut granite) foundation (fig. 5).

The west side retains much of its original appearance as shown in the Form B. I took some close-up photos of the clapboards and window frames (fig. 6 & 7).

There is a modest, modern bungalow on the property. It probably dates to 1970 when the big house was reportedly abandoned. (No construction date is given on the assessor’s card.) The bungalow has a big lawn running downhill (south) from its front. From there, one can see in the distance (about at eye level) a white gable, almost certainly one of the Scituate Country Club buildings. There once was a road that ran between the properties. It is now low, swampy land covered in a thicket of vines.

Next to the bungalow is a garage or shed. It has a hip roof with four bays and it appears large enough to hold two cars (subject to the doors on the four bays). It appears to be of relatively recent origin, perhaps built at the same time as the bungalow. A stone wall surrounds the shed’s sides and back, but set away from it by perhaps three feet. The wall on the right extends far out in front of the shed (fig. 8). The wall starts low and rises to about three feet in the back, although I did not measure it. Another stone wall surrounds the shed at a higher level (fig. 9). Perhaps one of these walls was the foundation for the barn that once stood here. Some of the fieldstones are topped by rectangular granite blocks (fig. 9). Just above this wall is a level, rather clear path leading back to the driveway. It is almost at the level of the Driftway (not the old Driftway), which runs close by. Trees block most of the view of traffic on the Driftway.

I left (as I arrived) by a slope with granite steps and decayed wood railings that leads from the property to the old Driftway, just off the main Driftway (fig. 11).
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Fig. 1. View of west side and front of house.
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Fig. 2. Back, with bricks over clapboards.

Fig. 3. Stick lath ceiling in front room.
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Fig. 4. Entry hall with staircase, opening in roof.
Fig. 5. Front, fieldstone (& granite?) foundation.
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Fig. 6. West side.





Fig. 7. West side, detail.
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Fig. 8. Stone wall in front of shed.


Fig. 9. Stone wall behind shed.
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Fig. 10. View NW showing back extension.

Fig. 11. Steps to Driftway.
� About 45 photos are available at � HYPERLINK "https://link.shutterfly.com/nIUWQLEvzcb" �https://link.shutterfly.com/nIUWQLEvzcb�.
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